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‘ The ealtor W171 TOave shorilv for a year in Dabua New
¢ with the "ASul L¢ﬂ0€ to the Crocodile Iﬂ&UbtrV"
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UnlverC1ty Cxocoollc Rcsravc Tuan ﬂQbI ““rvy ,eSQe
its 197E dry scason. survoylng ‘progran in-no ; (11
‘yurc~“urveyed a nbjer of them séveral times. o
g e ; LOt&] of 43%5% p'ﬁo rosus were sighted
i and 3379 gon~hatohl tings,. Taing Q5%
this Vleldo-uubwcbn /027 and £257 only OB, for
ccual non-hatehiling crocodiles nresent in the surveyable
@ 3 rs. This ig an exccedingly low figure....the
,,numh.rs ac be t are batlonaly, but are wost likel ly to be still falling.
Ve hav able (W1th one or two exocaulonc) to fingd evidence for
7orosus’poaalurlonu.’ -

. @ﬁ;',.VQﬁor gvvenlle can He bougnt *or as little
o $5 CaClg aad in Miri wy fetch as auch -as %30 each h. Tre buyers are
o aootly Qrofes ional crocodile farusrs who year the young ones till
. they are big enouzgh to be killed for their skins. Ca The Myabor and
' Bakong rivers Ihans catch cxocoolles at nighty The vounz are picked

”g by haa€9 blzwer oneq ar@ tascn W1t1 hook wnd Alne.

In notes appear 1né in the Rev. agrlcultura, Cvba, R G omoz, J D Gutierrez
and P ¥ Gonzalez give prellﬂlnary information on determining fertlllty
of and hu*cnlng C.acutus and C.rhombifer eggs., Unfortunatoly it is not
~clear vwhich species the *ol]ow1nf results are from or whether they are
hybride as reported carliecr from Cuba. "Observations were conducuca on
the process of the natural incubation of « cgge from crocodiles reared

in confinement, 209 nests having been lald coatainlnv 2545 eggs in all
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As soon as these nests were built and the eggs laid by the females,

t he order and date of the (hatching) were recorded. In this case,

the average incubation period was 8% days; 67.7% of hatches were
obtained. Under the conditions of tihis study, dnvolving a large number
of animals in confinement,” these averages are usually affected by

the losses of new hztched animals which are éaten up by mature
crocodiles or birds of ‘prey." S ‘

: i

The Government of India has formetly sanctioned the Chambal River
National Gharial Sanctuary Project. This will incorporate the states
of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh., The scheme pre-
mately 2500 sq km Chambal
o he Vlst Plan,

conditions the declaration of an’ approxin
Valley Sanctuary. The ‘total cost,of the
is just over US$ 1,000,000, -~ =

A news item in the "Hindu" of 3%.11.78 says that the disappearance of
crocodiles from many of the Indian rivers and reservoirs has led to
‘an alarming increase in the population of undesirable predatory fish
varieties such as the cat fish, which in turn harm the commercially
important species. In many parts of India crocodile decline “has heen
congomitant with fish yield decline and/or drastic changes in catch

composition. -~ - : ‘ o ~ g

o

Five crocodile sanctuaries have been instituted in Andhra Pradesh.
They are: Nagarjuna Sagar, Srisailam, Papi Konda, Coringa and Marjira
Croc Reserves. The last is only 65 kms. from Hyderabad and tourists are
assured of seeing crocodiles at any time. ~ ‘

A representative from the Andhra Pradesh Crocodile Project was in the
Andamen_ islands: for porosus egg collection in June-=July this year.
(The Andamans hold one of the last viable porosus groups). He writes,
"It is certain that the mass commercial killingﬂhasfstopped”but mass
egg robbing is still continuing." SR e L R EE

‘The Govt of India/FAO/UNDP Central Crocodile Breeding an Menagement
Training Institute was inaugurated in Hydera vy “Torest i
Minister on 4 December '78, It is the first of its kind in he world.

‘The Forest and Fisheries Dept of the Tamil Nadu. Government.recently
- (November 78) issued orders for the releasing of 200, meter long .

- Crocodylus palustris per year into protected wild habitats in the
state. The Forest Dept is rearing over 800 juveniles (from wild ,
collected eggs) and the Madras Crocodile Bank is offering 40 for the =
initial release in eary 79. Loyt e S ‘

The Government of India is considering the Crocodile Bankfs application
to import the 11ft male Gavialis gangéticus from Frankfurt Zoo for

its captive breeding program. The big snag is the cost of transporting
the animal to Madras which will be in the region of US$3000., The
‘Crocodile Bank is making an international appeal and hopes that an
airline will sponsor the transport for pubklicity. If you can help
please write to us. Dr Paust of the Prankfurt Zoo has been mnaking
efforts. to give the gharial to the Crocodile Bank since '76.

MAIAYSIA

The Madras Snake Park's proforma questiomnaire o
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" resulted in some 15 fairly detailed communications from residents

porosus). 1ed. 1T, B | R
Eastern Provincce. of the Island, vherc I have gone into, very carelully,

~as far as possible, counted the populations in'soie of thesc tanks."

and wildlife personnel in llalaysia, There has been a rapid decline 'in
Tomistoma nuabers- during the last decade and the hunters are in the
Nain bvribals using baited hooks, spears and guns. The eggs and neat
are widely eaten and nests are sometimes robbed for rearing the young
for the skin market. Skins are cxported, usually to Singapore. In
w08t areas there are no protective laws. On peninsular iMalaysia
Tomistoma is listed under a 1972 act, but huating under a license or
' F-defense is peraitted. Aborigines requirc no license.

In his suamary of the crecodile gituation in Sarawak, FTast Malaysia,
National Parks and Wildlife Officer Tenneth R S Proud says, "Although
there are no details.of the abundance of crocodiles in earlier years
the increase in pppulation with more powercd boats using the rivers,
increase gsin tivities (rafting of logs down river) and
resultant: ero river banks, cofbinéd with the availability
of modern firearms. are all considercd to have acted to rcduce the
nunbers of crocodiles." Thig appcars to be the situation throughout
codile ] : Jlayan region. . .

iy et

Jayanta Jayewardene, reférring to the Madras Snake Park survey in
Sri Lanka, wrote recently, "I do not agree with your coniention that
there are oaly 3000 marsh or mugger crocodiles (Crocodylus palustris)
and only about 750 saltwater or estuarine crocodiles (Crocodylus-

{. I have just retwmned. from a~trip-to~certzim narts cf the

rars s

the crocodéile populations both in the lagoong and in the fresh water

>

“tanks. I have noted that there are large -nuanbers of crocodiles in

Helawa, Panakellc, Runukelle, Yakala, Parema kalopu, Uraniya, Komari
kalapu, Kottaikallu, Bagura, Itike Andarakelle and Tumana villu,
All these-are salt water lagoong, ¢ last four being inside the
Okande Game Sanctuary. The fresh water tanks being exanined by me
were Rottal ¥ulan, Scamani kulam, Panana wewa, Wadagamnoa wewa, Helawa
wewa, Radella, Nauls aru, Thunmulla, Kotulindawela and Xumana Ganga.
Of these, the last four are inside the O%ande Game Reserve. I have,

UNITED STATES

Cooperative Surveys of the American Alligator in the Southeastern
United States During 1977, coapiled by R H Chabreck, is a report on
resulte of a 1977 survey of A.uississippiensis in the southcastern
states where the alligator is found, Similar surveye were iwade each
year siace 'T76. Counts wore made by State Gaue Department and .
National Wildlife Refuges personnel assisted by students and other
intercsted persons. The 1977 counts were made on 122 survey lines (a
survey line is about 10 miles of alligator habitat) in 7 states. =
Totally, 6,914 alligators were observed (5,921 were seen in.'76). The
nuaber of alligators per mile was 5.64, the highest average in the
seven years of the survey. . o ) |

R

Jaimes ¥ushlan, Rescarch Biologist with the National Pari Service

writes from the Everglades National Park:"0ur intensive study of the

’ 1A T Eha ANo T e > s : : : R 1
’//;&cqgogy Of the American alligator (A.nississippiensis) hos completed
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its t hird year. Over this period, 1,500 alligators have been tagged
in a 10 sq km study area in the =XXx Everglades. The primary
objective of this research is to understand the ecology of the
alligator in the Everglades, where it plays a dominant role, and to
thereby provide for the more natural water management in the
_Everglades. The importance of this work was clearly shown during the
1978 nesting season when high water levels; aggravatcd by the

~ operation of the south Plorida water management system, caused, by

. preliminary estimate, the loss of about 40% of the eggs laid."

Kushlan adds that the,s%udy of the American crocodile (Crocodylus
acutus) has. just completed its first full year. nof twelve clutches
Tound in Florida Bay two factors thought to be limiting to mesting
success, ‘raccoon predatiom wad embryonic mortality proved ninimal.
survival of hatchlings (followed by tagging and “radio telemetry)

. appeared to be high. A concern for the bility of hatchling crocodiles
4o survive osmotic stress was bascd on prel ATy Raoratory e
‘experiments. It appears that osmotlc stress may not be a critiecal .
factor in survivorship. Behavioural adaptations appear to be :
sufficient to overcome saline conditions.-John Behler of the New -
York .Zoological Society proposed a report, commissionedz as part:

of this study, on the feasibility of establishing o, self-sustained
captive breeding population of the American crocodile. This report
will be available from the South Florida Research Center, Everglades
_National pPark, Homestcad, Florida, U S A. ' '

"Ed Prochlich, an alligator farmcr in Florida has rcceived his Federal
harvesting permit. and markets skins from his farm but the law does
not allow him to scll the meat. "Its like killing 2 stecr and throwing
away the becf", he says. "The food conversion ratio for the alligator
is 2-1, almost equal to that of poultry, and far above the 7-to~1

to 9-to-1 for cattle." He had an offer from a restaurant for 20,000
1bs of mcat but actual sales arc probably years away. (New York -

Times, 1l. 6.78). e .
. PIIM ON CROCODIIB STATUS

‘Miriam Birch and Wolfgang Bayer are interest

| N | ‘ , ed in producing a film :
for U S and international telev: ) o] eir ‘present
 status. If your organization cdn offer filming facilities write to

them at 7268 Froanklin Avenue #31, Los Angeles, California 90046, U 8 A.

ey

CAIMAN CROCODILUS OFFER
On account of acComodatibnfprdbimﬁsfthe'DirectbfﬂofﬂAgriculture~and, f
Fishcries in Hong Kong was looking for a suitable home for three .
Caiman erocodilus crocodilus (1 male, 2 females). The animals will
probably be sent to Eric Worr@ll,@nquatralia, '

o p

PAPERS

The status of the salt-water crocodile in the ¢lonelg, Prince Rogent
and Ord ‘River Systems, Kimberly, Western Australia. Dept. Fish. Wildl,
West. Aust. Rept. No. 34, 1...(1978) by A A Burnbridge A
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